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Mr Finn Willcock, Headteacher


Cranleigh Place, Beaumont Park, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear, NE25 9UD.


Tel: 0191 9176665


e.mail: office@southridgefirst.org.uk





SOUTHRIDGE FIRST SCHOOL














Dear Applicant,





RE: Deputy Headteacher Vacancy





Thank you for expressing an interest in the vacancy of Deputy Headteacher at Southridge First School. The Governors are seeking to appoint an enthusiastic, dynamic and inspirational Deputy Head who will play a critical role in the continued development of our school.





Southridge is a two form entry First School for pupils from Reception to Year 4 and has a Nursery unit offering 52 part time places. Pupil numbers are always high, with stability rates well above average and year groups are frequently oversubscribed. 





Located within Whitley Bay, we have a beautiful coastal location within easy travelling distance to both Newcastle upon Tyne city centre and rural Northumberland. The school is attractively situated, in a quiet residential area at the edge of the Beaumont Park Estate.  The building is surrounded by extensive and attractive playing fields and provides a playground, separate Early Years outdoors areas and a vegetable garden within its grounds.





The children at Southridge have very high standards of attainment. We have built a reputation for excellent teaching, high academic achievement, exemplary behaviour and success across the curriculum. As an outstanding school, we continually strive for excellence in everything we do. We have high expectations of all our children and our staff and we work hard together to achieve our goals.





We constantly strive to further raise achievement and provide the best opportunities for our pupils. We encourage them to be involved in activities which will enrich their lives and equip them with the skills they need to grow to be well informed, active and responsible citizens. We provide extensive afterschool opportunities, including a wide range of sports clubs run by staff and sports professionals and our pupils achieve much sporting success in local and regional events.  We welcome many visitors into school to enhance the curriculum and the children enjoy frequent visits into their community and the wider locality.  


 


The school has very good extended care provision working with two excellent partners to provide playgroup, breakfast club, afterschool and holiday care on site. 
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SOUTHRIDGE FIRST SCHOOL











We are also a North Tyneside SCITT partnership school sharing our teaching and learning expertise with colleagues and we enjoy a close working relationship with the First and Middle schools in Whitley Bay collaborating on many projects.





If you are successful in your application, you will enjoy working with a dedicated and professional team of teaching and support staff, an active PTA and will be assisted by committed governors.  Our parents have high expectations and parental support for the school is very strong.  Above all, our pupils are highly motivated, enthusiastic young people and a pleasure to work with. Their opinions matter to us and our enthusiastic School Council is actively involved in the decisions that affect the whole school.


   


I have recently been appointed as Headteacher having worked as the Deputy Headteacher here at Southridge for the previous five years. We are extremely proud of the achievements and success of our pupils and together we share a positive outlook, confident that we can sustain future improvement. 


Prior to submitting your application, I would strongly encourage you to visit the school. This can be arranged by contacting the school office. You can view further information about the school by accessing the website.





The recruitment timeline is as follows:


Shortlisting: Friday 24th April


Observed teaching: Thursday/Friday 29th/30th April


Interviews: Thursday/Friday 6/7th May





Please complete and return the application with a covering letter (no more than 500 words) to office@southridgefirst.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application.








Yours sincerely,





Finn Willcock


Headteacher
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