The Woodlands
Higher Level Teaching Assistant (Primary)

	
	Essential
	Desirable

	Qualifications
	· Good written and spoken English, with GCSE Grade C/4 or equivalent in both English and Maths
· HLTA qualification or relevant education-related qualification at Level 4 or above
	· First Aid qualification
· Team Teach trained, or experience of an equivalent positive handling / behaviour support approach
· Relevant additional qualification linked to SEND, SEMH or pupil support

	Experience
	· A successful track record of working with primary-aged pupils, including pupils with SEMH, SEND and/or significant barriers to engagement and learning
· Experience of planning, delivering and adapting learning for individuals, groups and whole classes
· Experience of assessing pupil progress and adapting teaching accordingly
· Demonstrable experience of using relational and behaviour support approaches successfully with pupils who have significant behavioural and emotional needs
· Experience of working collaboratively with teachers, support staff, parents/carers and other professionals
	· Experience of creating and delivering highly differentiated intervention programmes
· Experience of supporting pupils through transition or reintegration between educational settings
· Experience of working within a PRU, alternative provision or specialist setting

	Skills, Knowledge and Aptitude
	· Good working knowledge of the primary curriculum and expectations across KS1 and KS2, and the ability to apply this when supporting and delivering learning
· Good knowledge and understanding of SEND, inclusive practice and barriers to learning
· Strong practical understanding of relational approaches to behaviour, regulation and engagement
· Ability to establish positive relationships with pupils while maintaining clear, consistent and appropriate expectations
· Ability to adapt teaching, resources, communication and support in response to individual pupil need
· Ability to communicate effectively with pupils, parents/carers, colleagues and other professionals
· Ability to use professional judgment to identify when advice or support may be helpful, and to share and model effective strategies and approaches constructively with others
· Ability to work collaboratively as part of a team while also using initiative and working independently when required
· Ability to organise, prioritise and respond effectively to changing demands
· Understanding of safeguarding responsibilities and the statutory duties relating to child protection, health and safety, equality and inclusion
· Ability to use ICT effectively to support teaching, learning and professional responsibilities
	· Knowledge or experience of specific approaches/interventions relevant to SEMH, regulation, communication or social/emotional development

	Professional Development
	· Evidence of continuing professional development
· Commitment to undertaking further specialist training as required
	· Relevant training or qualifications to support targeted intervention work (e.g. ELSA, Thrive, Nurture or similar)
· Recent relevant training linked to SEND, SEMH, behaviour or therapeutic/relational practice.






	Personal Qualities
	· Ability to remain calm and solution-focused in challenging or unpredictable situations, demonstrating resilience and emotional steadiness
· A flexible and reflective approach, with the ability to adapt thinking and practice in response to pupils and circumstances
· Ability to build warm, positive and appropriate relationships with children while maintaining professional boundaries
· A collaborative approach and willingness to contribute to and support the practice of colleagues
· Sensitivity to the needs and circumstances of pupils and their families
· Confidence and flexibility to work across classes, and where required, in other educational settings
· Ability to travel independently between The Woodlands sites and other schools across County Durham to support transition and reintegration.
· Commitment to confidentiality and professional conduct
	· Willingness to contribute to wider school and extra-curricular activities



